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add arguments of their own. Thus, compared with the
memorizing of lectures, debating afforded some acuteness
and vigor of intellect, but by the close of the fifteenth cen-
tury it had become no longer reputable. The aim came to
be to win and to secure applause without regard to truth or
consistency.
At the close of the course, the student was examined in
his ability to define and dispute; and if he passed, he was
admitted to the grade of master, doctor, or professor.
These degrees seem originally to have been about on a par
with each other, and signified that the candidate was now
ready to practice the craft of teaching. The baccalaureate
was at first not a real degree, but simply permission to
become a candidate for the license to teach. During the
thirteenth century, however, it came to be sought as an
honor by many not intending to teach, and eventually
became a separate degree.
Value and influence of the university training. — Ob-
viously the medieval universities had most of the defects
of their times. From a modern point of view, the content
of their course of study was meager, fixed, and formal, and
the methods of teaching were stereotyped and authorita-
tive. They largely neglected the real literature of the
classical age, and permitted but little that savored of
investigation or thinking. Yet the universities were a
product of the growing tendencies that later burst the
fetters of medievalism. They were a great encouragement
to subtlety, industry, and thoroughness, and their efforts
toward philosophic speculation contained the germs of the
modern spirit of inquiry and rationality. They were even
of immediate assistance in promoting freedom of dis-
cussion and advancing democracy, and to their arbitration
were often referred disputes between the civil and ecclesi-

